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Program Notes

The 24th Caprice in A minor for solo violin by Nicolo Paganini (1782-1840) is perhaps the best
known of all his works. The piece has influenced many other composers and performers to write
and transcribe their own versions of this short but intriguing work. These pieces, while brilliant and
enjoyable to hear performed, are for the most part difficult to play, requiring virtuoso technique. It
was my intention to write a piece that is challenging yet fun and exciting to play and accessible to
a good high school or community band.

The piece follows a theme and variation form for the most part, with a short scherzo-like
movement midway through the piece based on the minor third and dotted eighth-sixteenth rhythm
that is part of the signature of the Caprice. Following this is a slow, extended “middle movement”
that turns the melody around slightly as a nod to Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini,
which is the version of the Caprice most widely performed and is one of Rachmaninoff’s most
popular compositions.

A few restatements of the theme lead to a quiet ending with a final fortissimo flourish.
The suggested metronome markings are shown only in the conductor’s part.

The first performance of Paganinioso was given on March 17, 2012, in Aberdeen, Scotland,
by the AMIS International Honor Band, conducted by Craig Kirchhoff.

Information on AMIS (The Association for Music in International Schools) can be found at:
http://www.amis-online.org.uk/

Pierre La Plante
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