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About the Composition

This piece was commissioned by the Florida State University Summer Music Camp. It was premiered on
July 16, 2012 by the Seminole Middle School Camp Band.

As a Florida State University Alumnus, | was very excited to be asked to write a piece for the FSU sum-
mer music camp in honor of its 70th anniversary. In trying to come up with a piece for this special occa-
sion | wanted to do two things: 1) Write something that would somehow musically depict my sentiments
about the university and what it meant to me, and 2) write something that was celebratory in nature. |
hope | have accomplished both of these things.

The title comes from the Florida State University motto, which means “Strength, Skill, Character” in Latin.
As | thought about these words and their meaning, | decided to write a piece with three different parts
that would demonstrate in music my ideas about these words. The first part is a bold and forceful fanfare
to open the piece and display (through music) the word “strength.” After the fanfare opening the piece
quickly shifts to a minor key and there is a flurry of activity to the music to demonstrate the word “skill.”
The third part of the piece moves back into a major key and is intended to be an uplifting/celebratory
theme that shows in music the word “character.” This theme was developed out of the melodic intervals
of the opening fanfare. The piece then develops and builds to a climactic statement of the “character”
theme with hints of the trill-like figures from the “skill” theme over the top. The piece is completed with a
fast and furious short coda to punctuate the piece in a celebratory manner.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. | hope you and your students enjoy
it and find it useful for your program.

—LARRY CLARK
Lakeland, FL 2012

About the Composer

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and
string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is for
high school and college ensembles. His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well
scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is
not only intriguing to performers and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a
keen understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been per-
formed internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance required music lists. He is
an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200 publications in print and is in demand to write com-
missions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music.
In this capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his
main focus is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the com-
pany. He travels the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conduct-
ing appearances. His background as a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse
University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for
school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and
Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more
information about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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