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Program Notes

The suggested tempo for this arrangement is J = 108. It should be played in a “laid-back”
swing jazz style, where eighth-note pairs are treated as triplet-quarter/triplet-eighth notes.
One way to achieve a good swing style is fo play the indicated volume on the accented
tones and play the nonaccented fones lighter. As an example, the first measure of the
infroduction should feature the three accented tones played in three sub-phrases with the
unaccented tones played lighter. Use a diaphragmatic accent-and-taper style articulation
on all accented quarter notes and longer notes. All unaccented long notes should also be
tapered to allow the other contrapuntal material to be noticed.

At m. 10, the beginning of the tune starts with a three-note repeated pattern. The second
pattern should be played slightly softer than the first statement to avoid an exact repetition.
This happens again in mm. 5 and 6 and at other places in the arrangement. The staccato
eighth notes at m. 34 should be slurred to and released rather than tongued (“doo-dut”).
This fwo eighth-note-style articulation occurs throughout the arrangement. The waltz section
beginning at m. 40 should be played with even style eighth notes in a classical manner. All
long notes in the melody should taper (diminuendo) so that the countermelody may be
easily heard. The swing style returns at m. 76 and continues to the end. Be sure to balance
the ensemble so that the melody may be noticed at all times. Encourage the players in
each section to think in like sub-phrases using the same expressive phrasing inflection.

About the Arranger

Jerry Nowak is professor emeritus from Bucks County Community College in Newtown,
Pennsylvania where he taught for thirty-seven years. He has over 900 published composi-
tfions and arrangements for instrumental and vocal ensembles. Jerry is a founding mem-
ber of both the Philadelphia Saxophone Quartet (1968) and the New Jersey Saxophone
Quartet (2005). He has conducted professional recording sessions in New York, Philadelphia,
Washington D.C. and London, England. He is co-author of Conducting the Music, Nof the
Musicians (O5536) and The Art of Expressive Playing (JBS1) both published by Carl Fischer.
He has been teaching conducting annually in Australia since 1985.
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