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Off the Beaten Path was composed m&ge to a big-band sthgpitalized upon by Ng4 ti, Count Basie, and
other Ie‘-&\daryjazz artists. This rtYor the young jazz band is designed to be an i 1\ tion into the use o

f S,
bot‘@i background and sol ent, for the learning\jazz drummer. Even tho he dynamic marking is M?
@Q ing, keep the ensem namic in perspect@ve brushes on the d . The rhythm sectiop shoul

<? e what is called “in the pocket,” meaning “in ove,” so the tempo eel is just right—no
Q~ ow and each rhythia\section player is workin ther as a team. RegardinQvattention to the detail
Q markings, the sta re short but not clip too short. The marcago or rooftop accents are dg .
i Y . . ) Ralph Ford (ls ) is a composer,
think“daht”"Wo eleases as well for th d sections, it will mak and sound more polisQg .
) ) o ! arranger, o tor, educator, media
player (all p ) should make it a habit of™racticing with a me e.

creator,@ cer, writer, radio host,
e key to learning jazg Xyle, phrasing, concept, ’d;lst about every aspect ij%z and B G and %ﬂ uncer with over$y
e all students (and thﬁlor) to have an oppo, % to listen to the Couqt Basi YG‘Q experience in .these S
Why? Because the Basie baffx\ distinctive style an %retation that canno i i genres. He is an exc'“-“;&\ pPOSEr
$e best teacher especia this particular style of plajing and interpretatio i and arranger for the Belgy™division
ogether with a relaxe %/on certain notes and phrases. In addition to a % O_f Alfred.PUbl'Shmg th over 240
@ . . titles available wo for orchestra,
A\ recording of this chQ alfred.com. $ concert band, Sz ensemble, and <
/ mer to begi @ marching band. \Q

While the indication on the chart is for the mer on sticks at the
ct should emu
, He ea s@wis undergraduate de
to the stand—Mck

with brushegdt the intro, but only if t d holds back dynamically.

the sou aying into a bucke through the use of gup mu . . )
; ' in and his Master of S
one, b e sure all students e same thing. If buck ar sans use them. Play light E in 1988 from Troy Was
ye, and tight throughout this’section. The 8-bar d %}0 a e@i feature h appointed to the Troy music
; red. Direct the drummer to play in the style of b& t e eg/ big build 4culty where he taughg Nrchestration,
na gfction, but avoi r blowing or Q arranging, theory, nology, jazz

t“sting

e ¢
Qt t leads into the sho rus at 76. The band n ‘
losing the style of t \ e. The charts quietsQ u " : of the final ch% n decrescendo studies, and appl ss followed by <
\ into the release. @ Q. @ his appoint@ director of bands,
For the solo asure 52, the writteryout vided ge players to beg® to improvise. There coordinatg inds .and percussion,
and pr or of music. Ralph retire
For the rhythm section parts, pi

backgrounQp ovided, cue as desir A\ from TQUniversity in June 2011 @
ss w a drum part 'x@ical in that it shows ble ¢ | issioned (’%\
ac s and hits along with s e.The guitar p asEbme written-o @es, but primarily has SQ] marks to @requent y commissioned, oser,
ee
will

. . o music has been pr, d and
Rate comping. | sugge r-not dsin arter-note n. For the best sound ask'¥he guitarist @performed by uniy,
A use medium thickne h ry bright, aco% ality and hold the pick loosely between .A\ professional, commu
the thumb and index fi u r\ ing to cut off, e) the sound of the c ight after striking |
: y \
2~ the strings. @ @ Q~ is also in Eﬁnd as a conductor, @
Enjoy! @ A\ Q clinician, icator, and guestQ~
\ @ lecture ghout the United Sta
A QQ~ —Ral Ford an@k .

& &
. \\Q’ OQg/ ,$ Ad\ : < X \\<<’$

military,
, and school
ensembles around the world. Ralph
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