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CONCERT BAND

PROGRAM NOTES

Dubinushka (The Little Oak Stick), composed 1905–06, is a tone poem originally written for 
orchestra and chorus by the prolific Russian composer Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. It is based on 
a traditional Russian folk song, which was sung by workers doing hard manual labor, helping 
them to keep the rhythm of their collective efforts. The original work begins as a lively march, 
with brass and winds dominating the texture. The composer creates a contrasting section 
by reworking the melody for other instruments, recasting it more lyrically before gradually 
bringing back the initial instruments and building to a climactic close for the full ensemble. 

Dubinushka, Op. 62
The Little Oak Stick

NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV (1844–1908) 
Arranged by VICTOR LÓPEZ (ASCAP)

Grade 3

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 1	 Piccolo
	 3	 1st Flute
	 3	 2nd Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 2	 Bassoon
	 3	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 3	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 3	 3rd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 2	 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
	 1	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 1	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 3	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 3	 2nd Bb Trumpet
	 3	 3rd Bb Trumpet

	 2	 1st F Horn 
	 2	 2nd F Horn 
	 2	 1st Trombone
	 2	 2nd Trombone
	 2	 3rd Trombone
	 2	 Euphonium
	 4	 Tuba
	 1	 Optional String Bass 
	 2	 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells/Xylophone)
	 1	 Timpani 
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 2	 Percussion 2 

(Triangle, Crash Cymbals)

Supplemental and World Parts
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Eb Alto Clarinet
Baritone Treble Clef
1st Horn in Eb

2nd Horn in Eb

1st Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
1st Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Dubinushka is a march-like composition written in duple meter ( 
2

/4 ) at a slower 
tempo in a non-traditional march form. The main melody, which is repeated from 
beginning to end, is simple in nature. The phrases vary throughout but are generally 
6-measures long. The beginning section is intended to sound full and brassy. 

The woodwinds are highlighted at the middle section, which is a contrasting section 
utilizing softer dynamics and reworking the melody. Following all dynamics and 
articulations closely will lead to a more effective performance. Besides the use of 
woodwinds, various combinations of instruments are used in the middle section 
to highlight important fragments of the melody. At rehearsal number 47, the 
woodwinds are highlighted with the full ensemble joining gradually for the finale. 

This arrangement has frequent changes of keys; however, all modulations presented 
add interest and the keys presented are within the Belwin Concert Band Series 
guidelines. Ultimately, extensive cross-cueing has been utilized for solos and all 
other exposed parts. 
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Bb Trumpets
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Flutes
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Bassoon

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophones

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

2

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells/Xylophone)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Triangle, Crash Cymbals)

Timpani

Piccolo

Optional
String Bass
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FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 3:45
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