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Grade: 2

Duration: 3.10

Programme Note:

This work is based on a great figure in Scottish history - William Wallace, often called
Braveheart. The song "Scots wha hae wi' Wallace bled", which is Scotland’s unofficial
national anthem, contains the line "Now is the day and now is the hour", and this is
the source of the title.

The opening section is warlike in sound with woodwinds playing tambours of some
sort - tom toms, tambours, even old drum skins will make the kind of noise required
to simulate a battle, Noisy brass fanfares are melodic fragments of the "Scots wha hae"
melody. Eventually woodwinds join in and the music slows down to an alto
saxophone solo, again based on fragments of "Scots wha hae". The battle tempo
resumes and percussion then lead the band noisily into an eventual full statement of
the theme creating a noble sound against the continuing drum patterns leading (o a
triumphant ending.
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ce Fraser was born in India in 1947 and educated in Scotland. After attending the Royal

pell at Guildhall he took a position with the Telefis

phony Orchestra in Dublin. He then settled back in Scotland as an instrumental

with Scottish Opera, Scottish Chamber

Orchestra, Scottish Ballet and the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.

He began writing seriously in the seventies for school combinat

jons and soon was in demand to

write commissions for various groups, professional and amateur.

As a teacher himself he well understands the music educator’s needs, and he i

s also active as a

conductor with a Brass Band, Wind Band and 2 large Choral Society.

Recent commissions are

"The Three Perils of Man" for the Borders Festival, which was premiéred

by the Borders Wind Orchestra, "T'he Visit" for Anstruther Philharmonic Society (a 15 minute

choral work) a concert overture called "Panache

recent Brass Band commissions -

"pioneer" for the Carnegie Invitation Band Contest. His large scale

Baritone soloists, choir and orchestra, a 50

" for the Band of the Royal Marines and two

11382" for the Solothurn Music Festival in Switzerland, and

"Magnificat" for Soprano and

minute work is dedicated to his younger daughter

who died tragically in 1992.

His recent compositions for wind band include The King Across t

highly acclaimed and performed throu

he Water, which has been

ghout the world, and Firepower, which was commissioned

for the highly prestigious Royal Tournament series.
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