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(International Dances)

ALFRED REED (1995)

Performance
Times
1. Hoe Down (American) 3:15
II. Sarabande (French) 3:50
III. Yamabushi Kagura (Japanese) 3:15
IV. Hora (Romanian/Israeli) 2:45
13:05 Total

Program Note

The four movements comprising the Fifth Suite For Band were each
conceived in terms of national dances associated with one or more countries. The
first movement is an American “Hoe Down”, the second a French “Sarabande”,
the third a Japanese “Yamabushi Kagura” and the fourth a Romanian/Israeli
“Hora"”. Together, this group represents a kind of cross section of international
dances from all over the world, in tribute to the cross cultural currents sweeping
across the face of the globe today, as the world becomes an ever-smaller habitat,
and peoples of all societies come to know and interact with one another as never
before. And in this vast sea of communication, what better tribute than the two
most ancient of all such forms: music and the dance?

The Fifth Suite For Band, International Dances, was commissioned by the
Shimonoseki Wind Ensemble, Shimonoseki, Japan, and was first performed by
this organization on October 10th, 1995, under the composer’s direction. It is
dedicated to this outstanding wind group, and its president, Mr. Masafumi Izumi.

I wish to acknowledge with sincere thanks the kind and able assistance of
Ms. Kyoko Motegi, Assistant Professor in the Department of Music at Joetsu
University of Education, Joetsu, Japan, in the researching of ancient Japanese
music and dances for the Yamabushi Kagura material employed in the third
movement of this suite.

Alfred Reed
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