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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Beethoven gem FUR ELISE has always been a favorite of mine, and of countless piano students the world
over. As a band director, | was always bombarded by students who would come to the band room at lunch time
or after school and would sit down at the piano and play the first few bars of this great piece. To my frustration,
most of them could not remember the rest of the composition. | decided that it was necessary for my students
to be knowledgeable about this great composer and one of his most famous works. Consequently, | arranged it
for my middle school band. They really enjoyed the piece, as have other clinic bands that | have performed it with
over the years. It has a charming melody, but the real music in this piece is the contrast in style and tempo that
takes place throughout. My students really loved the section at measure 55.

It has been about ten years since that time, and | am pleased that | finally have the opportunity to publish this
arrangement and bring it to the other young band musicians. The arrangement was not intended as a literal
transcription, but | have tried to be as faithful to the original as possible, within the technical parameters of this
level.

| am pleased that | have the opportunity to bring this arrangement to you. | hope you find it enjoyable and useful

with your students..
Larry Clark

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed
system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. We hope this
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.

Alfred
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